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Most of our employees are 
consctentious workers, but 
there's always someone 
who can't resist playing in 
the Polarguard. 









Anita, one of our 
skilled sewing 
machine operators, 
demonstrates a bar 
lacking technique 
used in our products. 


We've been asked why we built a 
spectal tsolated mezantne for our 
downfillers. Paul's choice of headwear 
should give you some idea. 
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SEMI 


Short for semi-rectangle, the barrel-shaped SEMI is 
our answer to those determined individuals who will 
settle for nothing less than a roomy, hoodless, zip- 
around-the-foot bag which opens for use as a comforter, 
which pairs one on top of another, and which is light 
enough for backpacking. To keep the average sleeper 
warm at freezing temperatures, the construction is a 
three layer sandwich on top and bottom. Each quilted 
section of the SEMI is individually cut, Overlock 
Stitched, and reinforced for durability. Lighter and 
loftier, the 1978 SEMI features a lush interior of blend- 
ed Trinyl. Built for the backpacker or camper looking 
for the last word in wide bodied comfort. 


Avg. Min. Temp Conservatively Estimated: 25°F 


Available in Spruce Green Outside, Tan Inside, 
Stuff Sack Included 


Fits persons to 6' 2”” 
Fill: 48 oz. 
Total Weight: 4 lbs. 8 oz. 


NEW OVERBAG 


Our NEW OVERBAG is a specialized, single layer 
envelope with a full length #5 Vislon zipper extending 
around-the-foot. We suggest four uses: first, put a 
down or Polarguard mummy bag inside to create a 
more versatile and protective sleeping system; second, 
zip it together with a SEMI and put the thicker bag on 
top in cold weather and the thinner on top when it's 
warmer; third, take it summer camping or canoeing 
in mild weather; fourth, open it up and throw it on 
your bed or into your camper. 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: 509F 


Royal Blue Outside, Tan Inside, 
Stuff Sack Included 

Fits persons to 6' 2”” 

Fill: 16 oz. 

Total Weight: 2 lbs. 7 oz. 





FOOTSACK 
Our Polarguard FOOTSACK has virtually replaced 
down-filled versions among serious climbers across the 
country. The FOOTSACK provides crucial protection 
from the rain and snow which constantly plague verti- 
cal bivouacs and gives excellent insulation underneath. 
The 1978 FOOTSACK now features a contoured pat- 
tern with a huge footsection. Loops of nylon webbing 
extend from the head and foot to allow for storing 
or drying garments or lightweight climbing parapher- 
nalia. Although designed for climbers, children up to 

4” 8”” often find this bag appealing. 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: 20917 
Navy Blue Outside, Tan Inside, Stuff Sack Included 
Fill: 20 oz. 

Total Weight: 2 lbs. 2 oz. 


GORE-TEX” MLS 


Perhaps the safest sleeping bag in the world: this bag 
is à MOUNTAIN LION SUPER with a waterproof, 
but breatheable, Gore-Tex/Nylsilk outer shell, top and 
bottom. It has been created for the alpine mountaineer 
who must spend days in wet, drippy snow caves or tents. 
To protect against wetness, winter campers and trekking 
skiers may select this special sleeping bag. While any of 
our thicker Polarguard bags would maintain adequate 
insulation under wet, drippy conditions, the outer fab- 
rics could become annoyingly wet and messy. Also, 
while Polarguard does not significantly lose loft when 
wet, it does hold moisture if it comes in prolonged 
contact with a high concentration of water. Although, 
such circumstances rarely öccur in the field, the Gore- 
Tex laminate virtually eliminates the threat of it ever 
taking place. All other features are identical to the 
MOUNTAIN LION SUPER. 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: — 109F 
Royal Blue Outside, Tan Inside Stuff Sack Included 
GORE-TEX MLS REGULAR 


Fits persons to 6” 0”” 
Fill: 54 oz. 
Total Weight: 4 lbs. 15 oz. 


GORE-TEX MLS LONG 


Fits persons to 6” 5” 
Fill: 61 oz. 
Total Weight: 5 lbs. 7 oz. 
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POLARGUARD EXPEDITION BAG 

Our new Variable Layering System has actually al- 
lowed us to increase the loft slightly and shave 6 oz. off 
the total weight of the 1978 EXPEDITION. The reg- 
ular size weighs only .6 lbs. 1 oz. This is almost 
unbelieveable for a Polarguard bag with 8-9”” of loft 
and a sewn-in, Polarguard-filled collar. The super thick 
EXPEDITION has been built for one purpose: to afford 
maximum protection in the cold-wet conditions associ- 
ated with constant exposure to snow and ice. The 
EXPEDITION is cut wider than the MOUNTAIN 
LION SUPER and has an extra roomy footsection. The 
extra thick collar is permanently sewn above the shoul- 
ders to trap heat inside and prevent cold draft. All our 
1978 technical improvements are standard equipment 
on this bag. Fabric is 50 denier Nylsilk throughout. 
Finally, a specially designed, heavy-duty compressor 
sack is supplied with each EXPEDITION. 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Extimated: — 209F 
Royal Blue Outside, Gold Inside 
EXPEDITION REGULAR EXPEDITION LONG 


Fits persons to 6” 0”” Fits persons to 6” 5” 
Fill: 72 oz. Fill: 79 oz. 
Total Weight: 6 lbs. 1 oz. Total Weight:6 Ibs.10 oz. 


SOLO ELITE 

The ultimate, lightweight climbing sack, the SOLO 
ELITE is the most thermally efficient Polarguard bag in 
relation to total weight that we have ever made. It is 
cut in a form-fitting mummy shape to minimize both 
weight and interior air space. Ultra lightweight, 50 
denier Nysilk is used exclusively. Another warmth-to- 
weight plus is a unique Nylsilk wind collar created 
specially for this bag, which blocks off air flow in or out 
of the bag when drawn snugly. Like the FOOTSACK, 
the SOLO ELITE is equipped with nylon webbing 
loops at head and foot. Finally, innovations such as 
our Variable Layering System, Shoulder Scoop, and 
oversized draft flap are standard. 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: 20°F 


Gold throughout Stuff Sack Included 

SOLO ELITE REGULAR SOLO ELITE LONG 
Fits persons to 6” 0” Fits persons to 6” 5” 

Fill: 28 oz. Fill: 32 oz. 

Total Weight: 3 Ibs. 20z. Total Weight: 3 lbs. 7 oz. 
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When mummy bags were first made and used by 
European mountaineers, the idea was to build a form- 
fitting, thermally efficient product with insulation 
evenly distributed around the body for use in very cold 
conditions. The thought of sewing in a zipper was out 
of the question. Not only would a zipper weaken the 
insulation barrier by creating a cold spot, but it would 
also complicate the bag and endanger performance 
through possible failure to operate. Therefore, the first 
mummies were not encumbered by such frivolities as 
zippers. The hardy mountaineer simply slithered into 
the bag and was assured of reasonably uniform insula- 
tion. However, as more and more people with a wider 
range of uses for sleeping bags entered the backpacking/ 
mountaineering scene, the versatility of zippers for 
ventilation, for easier access, and for joining single 
bags together made the zipperless bag obsolete. With 
zippers as standard features, the great problem then 
became the design of an effective method of protecting 
the zipper from the ever-present discomfort of draft. 
The various downfilled draft flaps, tubes, and bag ex- 
tensions currently used by all manufacturers of down 
bags simply do not prevent heat loss or cold air 
entry through the zipper. 





DRAFT PROTECTION — 

The only method in exist- 
ence that solves this problem and completely elimin- 
ates draft is the Snow Lion patented Two Zipper 
System—an inner zipper located behind the outer 
zipper which locks a down-filled section between the 
outer zipper and the person inside. Developed in 1972 
for use on our EXPEDITION bag, the performance 
data was so dramatic and the response was so over- 
whelming that we began offering it on the ULTRA- 
LIGHT and NORTHSTAR in late 1973, and the 
LIMITED STANDARD in 1975. 

ZIP TOGETHER PROTECTION —Under the older, 
conventional draft flap arrangement, a direct cold spot 
occurs from above and between the bags when two bags 
are paired side by side. The Snow Lion Two Zipper 
System eliminates this problem for the first time ever 
by the pairing of the inner zippers of both bags, in 
which the down-filled section is sealed over the outer 
zipper. 

INCREASED THERMAL EFFICIENCY — The inner 
zipper is usually left open under moderate conditions. 
However, when the inner zipper is used, it increases the 
differential cut by 5” and substantially decreases the 
amount of interior air space to be heated. Obviously 
this makes the bag considerably warmer. 

BACK UP FOR EMERGENCIES— Although our 
durable كم‎ Vislon” zippers rarely fail, statistics and 
lifetime guarantees don't mean much when breakage 
occurs in a survival situation. Our inner zipper may 
serve as a back up when your life depends on it. 
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The intricate, unseen network of interior walls, cut 
in precise patterns, angling off in specific directions to 
join other walls at pre-defined points, comprises the 
most vital component of a quality down sleeping bag. 
The combination of our innovative design process and 
our advanced manufacturing techniques, which allows 
us to spend nearly twice as much time in bag con- 
struction as other manufacturers, has made the Snow 
Lion Baffling System the most complex and effective 
ever designed and put into regular production. 


MULTI-DIRECTIONAL FABRIC 
Our specially selected baffling is a multi-directional, 
high strength, polyester knit with multi-stretch proper- 
ties which accept and release stress and return to the 
original dimensions without distortion over time. This 
resilience makes it ideal for use in sleeping bags subject 


to long, hard use and repeated washings. 


DIFFERENTIAL BAFFLE DEPTH (DBD) 

Unlike most manufacturers who put 5096 of the 
down fill in the top baffles and 5096 in the bottom 
baffles, Snow Lion has developed a completely unique 
and far more effective system— Differentia! Baffle 
Depth. DBD is the logical and deliberate concentra- 
tion of down insulation and baffle volume over the 
body where it is needed most. Because down compres- 
ses under body weight, it becomes almost non-func- 
tional in the bottom compartments. Approximately 
6096 of the loft and insulation in ULTRALIGHTS, 
NORTHSTARS, and LIMITED EDITIONS is on top. 
To demonstrate the obvious advantage of DBD over 
the conventional 50/50 distribution, zip yourself into a 
Snow Lion mummy and into another bag with similar 
overall loft. As the ““before and after”” figures clearly 
indicate, the Snow Lion Bag has more insulation left 
after the down underneath has compressed. Although 
construction of ““deeper”” top baffles and precise ““dif- 
ferential”” filling of top and bottom compartments re- 
quires considerably more labor than conventional con- 
struction, the added loft and warmth it creates make 
the finished product well worth the effort. 
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ULIRALIGHT 
The unique bottle shaped ULTRALIGHT is our most 


popular bag. It is designed to combine maximum 
thermal efficiency with minimal weight. Even though 
it features every major Snow Lion innovation and has 
been widened from the chest to the enlarged Tulip 
Bulb Foot Section, it is still light enough to be called 
the purist's mummy. İt is intended for the backpacker/ 
mountaineer who needs an extremely high performance 
product, with sufficient warmth and comfort to take to 
the mountains all year around, but who prefers to carry 
less than 4 lbs. of sleeping bag. Nothing is spared in the 
production of the ULTRALIGHT: standard construc- 
tion includes exclusive Snow Lion features such as the 


— 





Two Zipper System, 

/” Differential Baffle Depth, 

Body Contour Baffling, Ground 

Level Side Block, Four Pattern Shell 

Construction, and Tuck Stitching at twelve 

stitches per inch. Over the years, the ULTRALIGHT has 

more than proven itself to thousands of backpackers 

across the country. Without question, it has become 
one of America’s most desired sleeping bags. 


5” Slant Wall Construction 
Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated — 5°F 


Available in Midnight Blue—Stuff Sack Included 
ULTRALIGHT SMALL 


For persons to 5” 7”” 
28 oz. Downfill 
Total Weight: 2 lbs. 13 oz. 


ULTRALIGHT REGULAR 
For Persons to 6” 0” 

32 Ounces Downfill 

Total Weight: 3 lbs. 5 oz. 
ULTRALIGHT LONG 

For Persons 6” 5”” 

35 Ounces Downfill 

Total Weight: 3 lbs. 10 oz. 


SOUTHERN COMFORT 


A semi-rectangular bag with the emphasis on com- 
fort, the SOUTHERN COMFORT is our most spa- 
cious down bag. There is plenty of room to stretch out 
and room to store clothing. It also covers a great deal 
of space when it is spread like a comforter, or when two 
are zipped together one on top of another. Intended for 
the three season backpacking and camping enthusiast, 
this lightweight down bag features nearly every Snow 
Lion innovation. Its two-way, No. 5 Vislon zipper ex- 
tends all the way around the foot section, affording 
numerous possibilities for ventilation. The versatility 
found in the SOUTHERN COMFORT is a vivid example 
of Snow Lion's continued dedication to the principles 
of design excellence coupled with unmatched quality 
of materials and workmanship. If you are uncompro- 
mising in your demands for room and comfort, then 
test sleep a SOUTHERN COMFORT on your next trip 
to the wilderness. 


5” Slant Wall Construction 


Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: 25 °F 
Available in Rust— Stuff Sack Included 


SOUTHERN COMFORT REGULAR 
For Persons to 5' 10”” 

24 Ounces Downfill 

Total Weight: 3 lbs. 


SOUTHERN COMFORT LONG 
For Persons to 6” 3” 

26 Ounces Downfill 

Total Weight: 3 lbs. 4 oz. 


Tulip Bulb Footsection 
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[HSTAR 


A generously proportioned mummy, the four season 
NORTHSTAR is wider and longer than the ULTRA- 
LIGHT and is constructed with deeper baffles and more 
down for greater loft. It is intended for the mountaineer 
likely to encounter severe or prolonged weather condi- 
tions at high altitude as well as the avid cold weather 
backpacker. The NORTHSTAR features all the Snow 
Lion innovations including the Two Zipper System, 
Differential Baffle Depth, Body Contour Baffling, 
Ground Level Side Blocks, Tulip Bulb Foot Section, 
Four Pattern Shell Construction, Differential Cut, and 
Tuck Stitching. Its advanced and sophisticated design, 
its durability and dependability, and its tremendous 
popularity among those who need a sleeping bag for 
more than occasional use have made the NORTHSTAR 
one of the most outstanding down sleeping bags manu- 
factured anywhere in the 22 Ib. fill category. It has 
been especially gratifying that, as the sleeping bag con- 
sumer has become more discriminating, the demand 
for the NORTHSTAR has dramatically increased. Ex- 
amine this bag firsthand and we think you will under- 
stand why. 


5” Slant Wall Construction 

Avg. Min. Temp. Conservatively Estimated: — 159F 
Available in Royal Blue— Stuff Sack Included 
NORTHSTAR REGULAR 


For Persons to 6” 2”” 
40 Ounces Downfill 
Total Weight: 4 lbs. 2 oz. 





NORTHSTAR LONG 
For Persons to 6” 7”” 
44 Ounces Downfill 
Total Weight: 4 lbs. 8 oz. 
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It's ironic that the ULTIMATE PARKA may well be 
the most popular down parka offered in mountaineer- 
ing/ backpacking shops across the country. Our original 
goals were to satisfy the needs of serious mountaineers 
for active use in cold weather. The result was an inno- 
vative and functionally efficient parka with great loft, 
flexibility and durability, which, surprisingly, attracted 
a large segment of the general public as well as the 
mountaineering community. Now as common a sight 
around town or campus as in the mountains, the ULTI- 
MATE's appeal is due to its unique combination of 
performance-oriented features and trim-fitting good 
looks. The ULTIMATE is special among sewn-through 
down parkas because the individual compartments are 
stitched first, then filled section by section with pre- 
measured amounts of down. Although considerably 
more time-consuming than the conventional fK first, 
stitch last method. the ULTIMATE’s precision stitching 
and filling assure even loft and perfect seam alignment. 
To prevent the usual shoulder cold spot, the ULTI- 
MATE features our exclusive knit-baffled shoulder 
wall—a difficult sewing technique which allows sub- 
stantial shoulder loft while stopping down from 
shifting from front to back. Another innovative touch Is 
Snow Lion's non-snap-through throat snaps (the metal 
does not penetrate the collar and touch the skin). Still 
another advanced design is the ULTIMATE's ''extend- 
ed fabric snap system”” for hood attachment, which 
makes the simple cold snap through the collar method 
obsolete. the ULTIMATE also features 

two large down- filled 
cargo pockets with 5” 
Velcro? closures and 
our exclusive 70-/oss flaps, 
handwarmer pockets, 

IN # two inner storage pockets, 
two-way #5 Vislon zipper 
۱ “with snap down draft flap, 

1.9 oz. ripstop or taffeta 

nylon throughout, average 

downfill of 12 ounces, 4”” down- 

filled collar, elastic and snap closures at the wrists, 
nylon drawcord at the waist, and a stuff sack with cord- 
lock. All inner armhole and sleeve joinings are both 
Overlock Stitched and tape-capped for extra strength. 


^ 
e 





Finally, in a positive response to the many letters and 
calls citing our industry's sexist sizing policies, we intro- 
duced in 1976 the Women's ULTIMATE. We are 
happy to report it was a smashing success and we will 
continue to offer women's sizes in the ULTIMATE and 
many other Snow Lion parkas. 


Average Weight: 29 oz. 


Available in Midnight Blue, Royal Blue, Spruce Green 
or Cherry Red Ripstop and Dark Blue or Rust Taffeta. 


Women: S(8-10), M(10-12), L(12-14). 


Men: XS, S, M, L, XL 


Baffled like a sleeping bag, the ULTIMATE HOOD 
has no sewn-through spots. It attaches via our extended 
fabric snap system which eliminates the cold neck snaps 
of conventional construction. One size fits all. 


The exceptionally lightweight and compressible 
GREEN MOUNTAIN SWEATER is hardly noticeable 
in your pack. But on your back, the attractive, snug- 
fitting sweater is just the opposite. Originally designed 
for the backpacker or climber who would ordinarily 
leave his or her heavier down parka at home, this new 
jacket may capture those hearty and warm blooded 
individuals who foreswear the bulky and live by the 
trim and light. The attractive hip length GREEN 
MOUNTAIN features 1.7 oz. nylon taffeta through- 
out, snaps only down the front to save weight, 
oversized handwarmer pockets, 3'' down-filled collar, 
our knit baffled shoulder wall, snap and elastic wrist 
closures, inner storage pocket and elastic hip panels to 
insure a proper fit. Average downfill is 8% ounces. 


Average Weight: 23 oz. 
Available in Dark Blue, Kelly Green, or Rust. 


XS, S, M, L, XL. 
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Although no one would have believed it a few years 
ago, the down shirt is making a strong bid for public 
acceptance across the country, from San Diego to 
Atlanta to Philadelphia and places in between. Where 
baseball jackets, windbreakers and pull-over sweaters 
were once the only way to take the sting out of the cold 
and wind, down shirt-jackets are suddenly making the 
scene. With the advantages of down becoming more 
widely known, sensible people are quick to realize the 
amazing versatility of the down shirt: warm enough to 
fight modestly cold weather by itself, agreeable in 
combination with larger parkas or shells, easy to take 
care of and machine washable, compressable enough to 
squeeze into a tiny stuff sack and down right good 
looking! Our DOWN SHIRT features one of the 
strongest, most tightly woven nylon we have ever used: 
a 70 denier taffeta with a 165 x 95 construction, extra 
wind-resistant and water-repellent. Other attributes 
include two pleated breast pockets with snap closures, 
double stitching along nearly every seam, nickel plated 
snaps down the front and at the cuffs, extra long body, 
high and wide collar, and 54 ounces average downfill. 
Our tailored DOWN SHIRT is normally worn over 
everyday shirts and blouses. Try one on and see if you 
don't put your old windbreaker into cold storage. 


Average Weight: 21 oz. 


Available in Midnight Blue, Spruce Green, Scarlet, or 
Rust. 


XS, S, M, L, XL. 
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GREAT COAT, cont. 


Optional down-filled hoods are available. 





GREATCOAT 

Average Weight: 42 oz. 

Available in Navy, British Tan, or Mahogany. 
XS, S, M,L, XL. 


GREATCOAT II 

Average Weight: 36 oz. 

Available in Navy, British Tan or Spruce Green. 
XS, S, M, L, XL. 


The development and production of the BERING 
PARKA represents one of the few major breakthroughs 
in the mountaineering industry in a decade. During the 
final testing on the Bering Glacier in the winter of 
1974/75, the BERING PARKA proved itself to be the 
lightest, bonafide subzero parka manufactured 
anywhere in the world. We created the BERING to fill 
the tremendous void between existing sewn-through 
and expedition garments. The BERING is a completely 
baffled parka, much warmer than sewn-through, yet 
not as limited in use as expedition parkas. Unlike 
cumbersome, loft restrictive double quilted parkas, the 
usual step up from sewn through garments, the 
BERING is a free lofting parka, baffled in sleeping bag 
style slant wall construction. This considerably lighter 
weight construction is more difficult and time consum- 
ing to sew than double quilting, but its much greater 


loft-to-weight ratio makes it well worth the effort: 5” 
of total loft is produced with an average of 14% oz. of 
down fill and total weight of 33 oz. Because the 
BERING is filled section by section like a sleeping bag, 
the loft and insulation are uniform. The shoulders, 
neck, and sleeves as well as the body are fully baffled. 
The zipper and snaps for the down-filled weather ex- 
tension arc attached to the nylon shell; they are not 
sewn or snapped through the down insulation. Further, 
an extra measure of down and loft has been added to 
the crucial shoulder-neck area. Features include 1.9 oz. 
ripstop nylon throughout, snag resistant tuck stitching, 
2-way Vislon zipper with down-filled draft flap and 
snap closures, two down-filled pockets with our 
exclusive mo loss flap and Velcro® closures, two down- 
filled hand warmer pockets, two interior cargo pockets, 
large downfilled collar with snap fasteners which do not 
touch the neck, elastic and snap wrist adjustment, 
drawcord at waist, and our special extended fabric snap 
system for attachment of the optional hood. 


Average Weight: 33 oz. 
Available in Royal Blue, Rust or Spruce Green. 


XS, S, M, L, XL. 


Baffled like a sleeping bag, the BERING HOOD has 
no sewn-through spots. İt attaches via our extended 
fabric snap system which eliminates the cold neck snaps 
of conventional construction. Top seams feature snag 
resistant tuck stitching. One size fits all. 





There are times and places to wear the monstrous 
parka described below, but they are few and far be- 
tween. The baffled BERING PARKA is an outgrowth 
of our decision to revolutionize the design of our old 
EXPEDITION PARKA, thereby creating the best sub- 
zero parka in the world. The fruit of our rebuilding 
efforts is a veritable walking sleeping bag, a very 
specialized parka intended for prolonged use at high 
altitudes and under extreme cold conditions. It is one 
of the few garments ever made to offer “V” tube 
sleeping bag construction throughout. A new baffle 
wall angles off at 60? every 3”” on the vertical plane. An 
incredible network of triangular chambers is 
formed—sixty-six compartments must be filled and 
closed separately. The EXPEDITION has absolutely no 
sewn through seams or cold spots. The 1977 model is 
insulated with an average down-fill of 25 ounces 
producing an awesome 7””-8”” of total loft; the 
resulting heat retention. index is phenomenal. 
Enhancing this insulation system is a fully baffled and 
oversized integral hood with a pellon-stiffened tunnel 
visor. The down-filled face protector is 8”” high and is 
adjusted by three snaps and a nylon drawcord. To 
prevent heat loss at the wrists, wool wristlets have been 
sewn inside the cuffs. Because the EXPEDITION is 
designed to provide mobility at low temperatures, it is 
cut long and full with plenty of room for multiple layers 
of inner garments. Other features include a two-way 
410 Vislon zipper with a 4””, non-sewn-through down- 
filled overflap which attaches to non-snap-through 
snaps, two giant outer pockets with cargo holds, 
Velcro® closures, no-loss flaps, down-filled hand- 
warmer pockets, two inner storage pockets, drawcords 
at the waist and bottom hem, an elastic crotch strap 
and a stuff sack with cordlock. 


Average Weight: 3 lbs. 3 oz. 
Available in Midnight Blue or Cherry Red 


XS, O, ML, XL. 
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VVith the development of a remarkable fabric, 
Stormfibre, has come the inspiration for our exciting 
new STORMCOAT. It will be available in mountain- 
eering shops by December 1, 1977. Possessing a rare 
combination of characteristics, this impressive, all- 
weather coat is both durable and comfortable. Keeping 
the elements at bay is our exclusive 10096 cotton 
Stormfibre, a closely woven 8 oz. material which is one 
of the finest water-repellent, windproof fabrics in the 
world. Its two ply construction is 166 x 66, 60/2 x 
30/2. Warmth and comfort are the result of a thick in- 
ner layer of Polarguard, fully lined through body, 
sleeves and hood, and quilted to an inside lining of 
soft, 3.8 oz. polyester/cotton. The generously cut 
STORMCOAT features double stitched raglan sleeves 
and a roomy hood with drawcord and leather slide 
fasteners. Other attributes are a two-way #10 Vislon 
zipper, covered by a Polarguard-filled weather flap, 
gusseted wrists with Velcro adjustments, four cargo 
pockets with Velcro closures, two handwarmer pockets, 
and a waist-high nylon drawcord. Like all our Polar- 
guard clothing, the sewing reinforcements are formid- 
able: the sleeves, side seams, pockets and zippers are 
double stitched, all body pieces are overlocked and all 
stress points are bartacked. Add these features to the 
Stormfibre outer, and poly/cotton lining, and the end 
product is one incredible garment, perfect as car coat, 
stadium coat, or snow coat. 


Average Weight: 44 oz. 
Available in Rust, Royal Blue or British Tan 


XS, S, M, L, XL 
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Our explosive new version of the ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN PARKA features a scalloped vvestern style shoul- 
der yoke of waterproof nylon taffeta, Velcro? wrist 
closures, and hexagon pocket flaps with hidden Velcro® 
strips. Backing up its exciting appearance is a mixture 
of high quality materials and top-notch construction. 
An outer layer of wind-tight, vvater-repellent 65 96 / 
35% polyester/cotton makes the ROCKY an 4// terrain 
parka, perfect for the hard and constant user with a 


“haven't got time for maintenance” attitude. This su- 
perior blended fabric is treated with a tough protecttive 
finish and is made especially for Snow Lion. The water- 
proof shoulder yoke extends to cover the upper back and 
collar. 


v 


A ve 





Beneath the outer shell is a thick layer of Polar- 
guard quilted to a colorfully contrasting lining of rip- 
stop nylon. When wearing the ROCKY MOUNTAIN, 
the suggested fit allows good arm flexibility and just 
enough inside room for a heavy shirt or sweater. 
Standard features include two Polarguard-filled 
cargo/ hand warmer pockets, a two-way, #5 Vislon zip- 
per with a snap down weather flap, a 3” Polarguard- 
filled collar, our extended fabric system for attachment 
of the optional hood, and a nylon drawcord at the 
waist. Like the PALISADE every part (sleeve, pocket, 
body, etc.) of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN is individually 
cut and Overlock Stitched before being sewn together. 
All stress points are bartack reinforced. Add all these 
features together and the finished parka is nothing less 
than dynamite. Just about everyone who tries on this 
“one of a kind”” parka wants to own one. Try on a 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN and test your will power! 
Average Total Weight: 39 oz. 


Available in Navy, Forest Green, Mahogany (Taffeta 
Yoke in Assorted Colors) 


XS,5, M, L, XL 
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“Kick the hell out of it and it still stays in one 
piece. Drench it, wring it out, and it's immediately 
useable. This thing really hangs tough!" The 
preceding, from a YOSEMITE owner, is typical of the 
comments we receive about this garment. It isa double 
quilted vest made with two offset layers of Polarguard 
quilted to 1.9 oz. ripstop nylon. The double layer con- 
struction makes it considerably warmer than sewn- 
through vests and makes it perfect for use over a long 
sleeve shirt as well as under a light shell or insulated 
parka. It features two Polarguard-filled hand warmer 
pockets, overlapping snap front closures, a Polar- 
guard-filled hand warmer pockets, overlapping snap 
front closures, a 3” Polarguard-filled collar, and a rear 
kidney extension. All inside pieces are joined by over- 
lock stitching and all stress points are bartack rein- 
forced. Although used extensively as an undergarment in 
cold weather expeditions and as an outer for drippy- 
walled climbing, most YOSEMITE owners are everyday 
backpackers and skiers. 


Average Total Weight: 14 oz. 


Available: Royal Blue, Spruce Green or Tan 
XS, S, M, L, XL 


The TETON is a rugged, good looking vest with one 
thick layer of Polarguard quilted to a ripstop nylon in- 
ner lining and covered by 65/35 cloth. This fabric is a 
wind-tight, water-repellent blend of 6596/3596 poly- 
ester/cotton, specially woven for Snow Lion by one of 
the premier makers of durable outdoor materials. 
Other features include overlapping snap front closures, 
two Polarguard-filled hand warmer pockets, a 3” Polar- 
guard-filled collar, and a rear kidney extension. All 
inside pieces are joined by Overlock Stitching and all 
stress points are bartack reinforced. The fabric combin- 
ations and contrasts make the versatile TETON as wild- 
ly attractive as it is durable, dry, and dependable. The 
crew of Courageous must have agreed, they wore the 
TETON during their successful defense of the 1977 
America's Cup. 


Average Total Weight: 18 oz. 


Available in Navy, Mahogany or Forest Green 
XS, S, M, L, XL 
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WESTERN Mt NTAIN PARK 
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When we designed this parka, our goal was to com- 
bine good looking features and styling with super func- 
tionality. After consulting our nation-wide network of 
mountaineering shops and after putting together and 
testing numerous prototypes, we finally began manu- 
facturing a unique, highly versatile garment, which we 
later dubbed the WESTERN MOUNTAIN PARKA. 
For the base exterior fabric, we asked one of the world's 
premier makers of durable outdoor fabrics to make a 
wind-tight, water-repellent blend of 6596 polyester/ 
3596 cotton specially for us. 





۱ ييه 
To improve on the all-‏ 


weather capability of the parka, we covered the shoul- 
ders, hood, upper back and upper chest with a scal- 
loped ““vvestern style”” yoke of waterproof nylon taffeta. 
We lined the interior with two fabrics. The inside 
upper body, hood and shoulders were introduced to 
10096 cotton Stormfibre. This highly regarded material 
was unmatched among natural fabrics for its durable 
and tightly woven hand. The inside lower body and 
sleeves were lined with the same blended polyester/ 
cotton as the outer shell. To the outside we installed six 
pockets: two lower cargo pockets with ''no-loss'' flaps 
and 5”” Velcro® closures, two handwarmer pockets, 
and vertical chest and rear pockets with #7 Ziplon coil 
zippers. The front zipper was a two-way, #10 Vislon, 
covered by a large, double-layer, snap-down weather 
flap; an inside 65/35 flap to prevent the zipper from 
touching the throat. Like the MOUNTAIN PARKA, 
the WESTERN featured a large integral hood, adjusted 
through a nylon drawcord with leather slide fasteners. 
Another drawcord with leather slide fasteners 
controlled the tension at the waist. Wrist ventilation 
was adjusted by Velcro? tabs and sewn-in triangular 
gussets. We designed a tailored raglan, sized to look 


and fit well with or without bulky undergarments. 
Double needled sleeve and side seams, bar tacked stress 
points, and Overlock Stitched interior piecing were 
standard. In the end, we had built a parka which 
became our most popular shell in its first year out. It 
was natural, then, for us to make the WESTERN 
MOUNTAIN PARKA available in women's sizes. 


Average Weight: 34 oz. 


Available in Navy, Mahagony or Forest Green 
(Taffeta Yoke in Assorted Colors) 


Women: S(8-10), M(10-12), L(12-14) 


Men: XS, S, M, L, XL 


In refining this parka, we have taken a hard look at 
the state of the art in the design and production of shell 
garments on the market. While a number of 
cosmetically attractive. lightweight shells seem to 
predominate, the consensus of opinion indicates a 
widespread desire for a super tough, multi-purpose 
double layer parka. Our new MOUNTAIN PARKA is 
the answer: a doubly rugged 65/35 parka with the 
emphasis on durability, function, and fit. The two-ply 
outer shell is a 6.5 oz. blend of 6596 polyester / 35 Yo 
cotton specially woven for Snow Lion. The lining is a 4 
oz. 65/35 cloth. Unlike most shell garments, the 65/35 
lining covers the entire parka—sleeves, body and hood. 
This full, double lining not only makes the parka 
warmer, more water-repellent and wind-tight, but also 
adds a measure of toughness not found in lighter, par- 
tially lined shells. The cut is a thigh-length, tailored 
raglan, sized on the large side to fit well over bulky un- 
dergarments. Ruggedly attractive, the MOUNTAIN 
PARKA features seven pockets: pleated upper and low- 
er pockets with double-stitched flaps and Velcro® 
closures; lower pockets are complete with #0 /oss flaps 
and handwarmer pockets; a #7 Ziplon coil zipper closes 
the spacious rear pocket. The front zipper is a two-way 
#10 Vislon, covered by a large, double layer, snap- 
down weather flap. An inside 65/35 flap prevents the 
zipper from touching the throat. The large integral 
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hood is roomy enough to accommodate a wool cap and 
includes an adjustment system which is controlled via a 
nylon drawcord with leather slide fasteners. Another 
drawcord with leatherslide fasteners controls tension at 
the waist. For optimum flexibility, the wrist is adjusted 
by generous Velcro tabs and sewn-in triangular gussets. 
In addition to all these features, the MOUNTAIN 
PARKA's greatest asset is its unsurpassed level of 
sewing detail: the sleeve and side seams are folded and 
double-needled; all other pieces are Overlock Stitched; 
all stress points are bar tack reinforced. The resulting 
combination of materials, design and workmanship 
makes this parka one of the truly outstanding values in 
the mountaineering world: 


Average Weight: 32 oz. 
Available in Navy, Mahogany, or Forest Green 


XS, S, M, L, XL 
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In the world of high altitude tents, stability is the 
first consideration and the time-tested, low profile A- 
Frame has performed with distinction. However, such 
tents are often criticized for lack of room. The triangu- 
lar space along the upper ridge is virtually non-func- 
tional, and the side walls are necessarily steep to 
prevent snow loading. Anyone who has spent even a 
few days tent-locked, waiting for a snow storm to sub- 
side, will readily attest that space is critical in. the 
inevitable fight against boredom and anti-sociality. The 
TRIPLEX and MOUNTAIN represent the only A- 
Frames which effectively combine stability and over- 
head space. The option of adding our technically 
advanced MODULES gives these tents a measure of 
versatility unmatched in the mountaineering industry. 


A combination of stability and space has been 
achieved through the creation of our unique Arc Effect. 
This unprecedented technique improves the traditional 
A-Frame concept by replacing the pointed, canopy- 
ridge with a curved strip of nylon, which runs the 
length of the tent. The Arc-Effect is created when 
leather inserts, sewn into the ridge near the apex of the 
poles, absorb tension along the ridge and form a slight 
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Conventional A-Frame 
deflection dent causes 
interior air circulation 






arc. This complex technique involves special catenary 
patterns and labor intensive sewing procedures. How- 
ever, it has three major advantages over standard A- 
Frame designs, making the extra production time well 
worth the effort. 

First, is substantially increased headroom. The Arc 
Effect actually makes it possible to conduct routine 
activities, without constantly rubbing against the 
ceiling. 

Second, the curved top produces a warmer tent by 
increasing air flow and wind stability dynamics. Our 
rounded canopy allows the air to flow smoothly over the 
tent, while the triangular tops of conventional tents 
deflect the air. This deflected air dents the canopy 
causing air to circulate inside the tent. Motionless air 
provides the greatest insulation. Thus, all other things 
being equal, the less disruptive air flow of the Arc 
Effect design yields a warmer tent. 

Third, the Arc Effect creates greater floor-space-to- 
height ratio while maintaining snow-load efficiency. 
The explanation is simple. To prevent snow from crush- 
ing the A-Frame tent, the angle of steepness for canopy 
walls has been fixed, by tent makers over the years. On 
conventional tents, the angle begins at the vertex of the 
triangular top. However, a vertex producing an angle of 
the same degree on a Snow Lion tent is located at a 
point above the apex of the ridge curve—where the 
walls would intersect if extended. Hence, when the 
heights of the tents and the angles of steepness are 
equal, Snow Lion tents have wider bases and greater 
floor areas than conventional tents. 
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The Snow Lion MOUNTAIN TENT offers the ulti- 
mate combination of wind stability, room-to-weight ef- 
ficiency, detailed workmanship, and functional versa- 
tility among tents under 6 lbs. total weight. It is a 
tough, wind-tight, two-person tent, intended for the 
serious backpacker as well as the weight-conscious 
mountaineer. 

The MOUNTAIN TENT features our A-Frame pole 
configuration at both ends. The height is 44” at the 
front, 63”” at the rear. The floor dimensions are 90”” x 
55””. For a low profile tent, the MOUNTAIN’s excep- 
tionally spacious 34.37 sq. ft. is considerably larger than 
the average two-person high altitude tent. There's 
plenty of room for two plus gear. When the side pull- 
outs are extended, the lower walls become vertical, 
creating additional space. Even more useful space :s 
created by the curved Arc Effect, which allows unres- 
tricted head movement near the front of the tent. The 
result is a taut and wrinkle-free tent with minimal in- 
terior air circulation. In fact, with the low end facing 
directly into the gale, the MOUNTAIN TENT has per- 
formed effectively in 110 MPH winds on California's 
Mt. Shasta. 

The entrance is a zippered triangular storm door 
backed by an insect screen of the same shape. The outer 
door is made of 2.5 oz. Super Coated nylon taffeta and 
the insect mesh is a special nylon knit with bounce- 
back, multi-stretch properties. Both doors feature #7 
Ziplon coil zippers. The three-sectional, tubular alumi- 
num poles are shock-corded and slip into long nylon 
sleeves. At the rear of the tent, a triangular window 
with a nylon insect screen and zippered storm flap is 
neatly double stitched into the back panel. 

If more room is desired or extended winter moun- 
taineering, ski-touring, and/or snow camping is 
planned, our optional SNOW MODULE may be 
zipped onto the entrance. The MODULE is joined to 
the tent by a 142”, separating #5 Vislon zipper with 
coated weather flaps. The trapezoid-shaped MODULE 
adds 3% ft. to the length of the tent, making the 
expanded version 11.16 ft. long. The MODULE 
features a tunnel entrance, tunnel vent, and zippered 
cookhole. When attached, the storm and insect doors 
may be unzipped, folded, and tied down to make the 
MODULE an integral part of the tent. 

Other features include an inside storage pouch, our 
unique, fitted rain fly, snaps for attaching an optional 
FROSTLINER, and stress reinforcement procedures 
which are meant to last the life of the tent. It is, with- 
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GEODESICS: MERIDIAN AND 
MERIDIAN EXPEDITION 


Geodesics are highly sophisticated structural systems 
with strength to weight ratios which not only surpass 
all other structural systems, but also their own predict- 
ed strengths. Buckminster Fuller calls this ““snyergy.”” 
Put simply, a synergetic system is one whose strength 
is not predicted by the sum of its parts. 

The term geodesic refers to great circle arcs, or the 
largest circle which can be inscribed on a given sphere. 
Oddly enough, the shortest distance between two 
points on a sphere is a segment of a great circle arc. 
Most importantly, great circle arcs or geodesic lines are 
also the shortest, most efficient paths for forces such as 
push (compression) or pull (tension) to follow. 





Now, take these geodesic lines (the most efficient 
paths for forces) and arrange them around a sphere in 
such a manner that they intersect to form a triangular 
grid (the most efficient geometric structural units are 
triangles). The result is a system which is not only in- 
credibly strong and light, but ''synergetically"" strong 
and light. The parts of the system work together so well 
that the result is stronger and lighter than would have 
been predicted by the sum of its parts. 

Geodesics are not new; Buckminster Fuller first pat- 
ented geodesic structures in 1954. By this late date, ge- 
odesic structures of myriad sizes and shapes have been 
tried and tested. What is new and unique, though, is 
that we are just now making the first true geodesic 
backpacking/ mountaineering tent available to the 
public. The new Snow Lion MERIDIANS are exactly 
half spheres with each of the six poles following a true 
geodesic arc for the most efficient strength to weight 
ratio possible in a 3-4 man backpacking/mountaineer- 
ing tent. 


Every element of the Snow Lion geodesics has been 
painstakingly designed with the input of numerous 
structural engineers, aluminum alloy specialists, and a 
careful testing and evaluation program which included 
extended trials inside the Arctic Circle and in the 
mountain ranges of Alaska. 

The most obvious characteristic of the Snow Lion 
geodesics is that they are incredibly smooth and taut. 
After returning from the 1977 Cathedral Spires Expedi- 
tion, Michael Graber wrote that our MERİDİAN EX- 
PEDITION ““proved to be a valuable item during the 
36 days that it was pitched on Alaskan galciers . . . We 
all agreed that it was the tightest tent any of us had 
used and it held up in wind like a mountain while only 
two corners were staked down.” 

Another unique feature is the introduction of the 
first cable bordered fly sheet ever to be applied to a 
backpacking/mountaineering tent. The cable border 
concept has long been applied to large scale projects by 
architects like Frei Otto. Instead of simply attaching 
guys at various points on the edge of a membrane, 
which results in a very high local strains, a cable is led 
through a sleeve along a curved border and then pulled 
taut. This distributes the tension all along the border of 
the flysheet and results in a uniformly tight flysheet 
without high stress points. Add to all this combinations 
of large zippered entrances, arc-shaped windows, vents, 
tunnel cookholes, storage pouches, snow flaps, hanging 
loops, giant tunnel doors, abundant, usable space, etc., 
and the finest 3-4 person tents in the world materialize. 
The MERIDIANS: available to the public on March 1, 
1978. 


SPECIFICATIONS: MERIDIAN 
Width: 105”” (267 cm) 

Height: 51”” (130 cm) 

Pole Weight: 2 lbs. 10 oz. 

Tent Weight: 5 lbs. 

Fly Weight: 2 lbs. 

Stuff Sack, Peg Weight: 8 oz. 

Total Weight: 10 lbs. 2 oz. 


SPECIFICATIONS: MERIDIAN EXPEDITION 
Width: 108”” (274 cm) 

Height: 53”” (135 cm) 

Pole Weight: 2 lbs. 10 oz. 

Tent Weight: 6 lbs. 12 oz. 

Fly Weight: 2 lbs. 4 oz. 

Stuff Sack, Peg Weight: 8 oz. 

Total Weight: 12 lbs. 2 oz. 
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İt has been our intention in the design and develop- 
ment of our 1978 products to use the most technically 
functional and comfortable fabrics available anywhere. 
In so doing, we have introduced materials never before 
used in the mountaineering / backpacking industry. For 
example, our 14 oz. blend of 85% virgin vvool / 15 06 
nylon, 8 oz. 10096 cotton Stormfibre, and two-ply 65 Yo 
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polyester / 3596 cotton, are woven exclusively for us. 
Other advanced fabrics such as cotton-soft Trinyl and 
50 denter Nylsilk have never been so widely applied. In 
addition, our purchasing department insists that rip- 
stop and taffeta nylons meet exacting quality tests 
before they grace our cutting tables. In short, we are 
dead serious about the quality of fabrics which make up 
our products. We invite comparison. 
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1975 Thin Air Expedition, Winter Attempt on 
Mt. Foraker 

1975 American Karakorum / Lobsang Expedition 

1975 Foraker South Face Expedition 

1975 Baffin Island Expedition 

1975 Saint Elias Traverse Expedition 

1975 Kitchatna Spires Expedition 

1975 Back River Expedition 

1975 Alpamayo Expedition 

1975 Silverthrone Tri-Pyramid Traverse Expedition 

1975 Cathedral Spires (Alaska) Expedition 

1975 St. Elias West Face Expedition 

1975/76 American Torre Egger Expedition 

1975/76 Canadian-British Patagonian Expedition 

1976 Denali Winter Expedition 

1976 Franco- American Expedition to Mt. Foraker 

1976 Lenin Peak Pamirs Expedition 

1976 Expedition to Aconcagua-Polish Route 

1976 Mt. Foraker-Mt. Russell Expedition 

1976 Juneau Ice-Fields Expedition 

1976 Anglo-Canadian McKinley Expedition 

1976 Mt. Blackburn Expedition 

1976 Cathedral Spires (Alaska) Expedition 

1976 Mt. McKinley Hang Gliding Expedition 

1976 Mt. Logan High Altitude Physiology Study 
Expedition 
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1976 South Buttress Denali Traverse 

1976 Indian-American Nanda Devi Expedition 
1976 Gates of the Arctic Ski Traverse 

1976 Denali Women's Expedition 

1976 Andean Expedition 

1976 Kitchatna Spires Expedition 

1976 Mt. Burkett North Buttress 

1976 Mt. Hayes Expedition 

1976 WUS Bicentennial Denali Expedition 

1977 American Cerro Torre Expedition 

1977 Robson: Emperor Face Winter 

1977 American Mt. Lucania Expedition 

1977 Peak Deo Tibba Expedition 

1977 High Arctic Expedition (Ellesmere Island) 
1977 Women's Khumbu Glacier Expedition 
1977 Fitzroy Expedition 

1977 Mt. Blackburn Expedition 

1977 Canadian Mtn. Lucania Expedition 

1977 Nanga Parbat Expedition 

1977 Mt. Logan High Altitude Physiology Study 
1977 Mt. Hunter South Face Expedition 

1977 German/ Mt. Foraker Expedition | 
1977 Baffin Narwahl Expedition ۹ 
1977 Cathedral Spires (Alaska) Expedition 
1977 First Ascent of Great Trango Tower 
1977 Nun Kun Expedition | 
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LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


Every Snow Lion product is guaranteed against de- 
fects in materials and workmanship for as long as it 1s 
used by the original purchaser. Claims will be processed 
directly through Snow Lion; there is no need to contact 
the dealer from whom the product was purchased. See 
product warranty tags for complete text and provisions. 





